
✓ Tailored advisory services for gender-mainstreaming of financial institutions and gender-responsive financial products 
✓ Support DFIs’ investment readiness to unlock access to finance (e.g., climate finance) 
✓ Encourage DFI knowledge sharing and peer learning 
✓ Provide evidence gathering and strengthen capacity for business representative organisations for advocacy
✓ Support policies and regulations on women-centric lending

UNLOCKING FINANCE FOR 
WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS

Women play a crucial role in driving economic growth. Despite their 
significant economic impact, millions of women entrepreneurs globally struggle 
to access the finance they need to start and grow their businesses. 

Want to partner with us on  expanding women’s access to finance? 
Connect with us at info@icr-facility.eu 

OUR INTERVENTIONS

Women’s access to financial resources 
yields multiple benefits – including 
advancing gender equality, fostering 
economic empowerment, and 
improving health and education 
outcomes. Understanding these 
challenges and benefits, the ICR 
Facility improves women's access to 
finance through gender-responsive 
financial programs, policy reforms, and 
capacity-building initiatives targeted at 
Development Finance Institutions 
(DFIs) and financial service providers.

Access to Finance Research 

In Nigeria, we supported the Small and 

Medium Enterprise Development Agency of

Nigeria (SMEDAN) to gain insights into why 

low uptake of access to finance by women. 

We published the lessons learnt and an 

access to finance checklist to help 

financial institutions develop and implement 

gender-sensitive financial products and 

services.

Support Women in Informal Economy

In Botswana, we helped the Citizen 

Entrepreneurial Development Agency 

(CEDA) develop a framework and financial 

products to support women-owned 

businesses in the informal economy, 

enabling them to formalise and access 

decent work opportunities. CEDA is now 

positioned as a systemic change-maker, 

championing business formalisation and its 

staff are now equipped with the capacity to 

support women entrepreneurs’ decision to 

formalise.

Gender Assessment 

We partnered with the Federated States of 

Micronesia Development Bank to conduct a 

gender assessment, leading to a new gender 

policy, strategy, and action plan. FSMDB 

has since streamlined lending requirements, 

explored ways to ease credit access for 

women-owned businesses, and hired a 

gender expert.

Unlocking Climate Finance 

We supported the Rwandan Development 

Bank (BRD) in preparing its accreditation 

application for the Green Climate Fund (GCF). 

BRD’s policies, procedures, and products 

have been assessed against the GCF 

requirements. As a result, BRD achieved 

accreditation status and can now access 

finance to mobilise investments in green 

sectors.

Peer Learning

We hosted a DFI Exchange Group 

meeting every quarter on topics of shared 

interest by DFIs. Each session had one or 

two DFIs providing insight and exemplary 

practices on the selected topic allowing 

knowledge and skill development through 

networking and fostering regional 

connections.

Regional Cooperation

We supported the Caribbean Export 

Development Agency with a validated 

assessment of credit reporting 

systems in 15 CARIFORUM countries, 

providing tailored reform 

recommendations to enhance access 

to finance. Several countries are now 

using the report to shape their credit 

infrastructure reform agendas.
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