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THE VENUE

The event will take place at The Square – Brussels Meeting Centre, a modern 
conference venue located in the heart of the city. It sits on Mont des Arts, just a few 
minutes’ walk from Brussels Central Station (Gare Centrale). 
The main sessions will be held in Hall 400, while registration, breaks, and the 
networking cocktail will take place in the Panoramic Hall, which offers a stunning view 
over the city.
Here you find all important information regarding accessibility of the venue. 

Enter at Coudenberg 3, at the top of Mont des Art and take the elevator to the 5th 
floor. 

TRAVEL

From Brussels Airport (Zaventem)
Brussels Airport is well connected to the city center.
• By Train: Take a direct train from Brussels Airport – Zaventem to Brussels Central 

Station (Gare Centrale). Trains run every 10–15 minutes and the journey takes about 
20 minutes. Tickets can be purchased at the station or via the SNCB/NMBS app.

• By Bus: The Airport Line 12 (operated by STIB/MIVB) connects the airport with the 
European Quarter. Get off at Schuman and switch to metro lines if needed. Tickets 
are available from machines at the airport or online via the STIB app.

• By Taxi: Taxis are available at the arrivals level. An official ride to the city center costs 
approx. €45. For a reliable local service, you can call Taxi Verts at +32 2 349 49 49.

From Brussels Central Station (Gare Centrale)
The Square is just a 5-minute walk from Brussels Central Station. Exit towards Mont des 
Arts/Kunstberg and follow the signs uphill to the venue entrance.

From Brussels Midi Station (Gare du Midi)
Take metro line 2 or 5 towards "Elisabeth". At station "Arts-Loi" change for line 1 or 5 
towards "Gare de l'Ouest/Erasme" and exit at "Gare Centrale" station. The Square is just 
a 5-minute walk. Exit towards Mont des Arts/Kunstberg and follow the signs uphill to the 
venue entrance.
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https://square-brussels.com/
https://square-brussels.com/find-us/


Public Transport in Brussels
The city has an extensive public transport system operated by STIB/MIVB.
• Metro lines near the venue:

• Lines 1 and 5 stop at Gare Centrale and Parc/Park
• Lines 2 and 6 stop at Trône/Troon and Arts-Loi/Kunst-Wet

• Tram and bus lines:
• Tram 92 and 93 (stop: Royale/Koningsplein)
• Bus lines 29, 38, 63, 65, 66 (stop: Gare Centrale)

• Tickets:
• You can buy tickets at metro stations, on buses/trams (card only), or via the 

STIB/MIVB app. A single ticket costs €2.50; a day pass is €7.50 and allows 
unlimited travel.

 Note: Public transport and rail services in Belgium are occasionally affected by 
strikes. We recommend checking for updates before you travel. For train strike 
information, visit the official Belgian Rail strike info page.

HELPFUL INFORMATION

• Emergency services: Dial 112 for police, fire, or ambulance (available 24/7 and 
multilingual).

• Languages: Brussels is officially bilingual (French and Dutch), but English is widely 
spoken in hotels, restaurants, and public transport.

• Currency: The local currency is the Euro (€). Most places accept major credit and 
debit cards. Cash is useful for small purchases, but ATMs are widely available.

• Water: Tap water is safe to drink throughout Brussels. Refillable bottles are a good 
option.

• Tipping: Service is usually included but rounding up or leaving 5–10% for good 
service is appreciated.

• Wi-Fi & SIM cards: Free Wi-Fi is available at the venue, in most cafés, and public 
areas. For mobile data, EU SIM cards work without roaming fees. Non-EU travelers 
can buy local SIM cards from various providers at the airport or in the city.

• Security: Brussels is generally safe, but like any major city, keep an eye on your 
belongings in crowded areas.
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https://www.belgiantrain.be/en/travel-info/train-network-travel-info/strike


CITY GUIDE

Historical Background

Brussels began as a small settlement on the banks of the Senne River in the 10th 

century and grew into an important trade hub in medieval Europe. Over the centuries, it 

became the capital of the Duchy of Brabant and later of Belgium itself. Today, it stands at 

the crossroads of Europe – as home to the European Union and NATO, Brussels blends 

deep historical roots with a global, modern identity. The city’s architecture reflects this 

mix, from Gothic churches to Art Nouveau townhouses and sleek EU buildings.

Interesting Facts

➢ Multilingual Capital: Brussels is one of the most linguistically diverse cities in the 

world—over 100 languages are spoken, and more than a third of its residents are 

foreign-born.

➢ Comic Strip City: The city is famous for its comic heritage. Characters like Tintin, The 

Smurfs, and Lucky Luke were created by Belgian artists, and comic murals are 

painted on building walls across town.

➢ Birthplace of French Fries? Belgians claim to have invented fries—don’t call them 

"French"! Locals often enjoy them with mayonnaise from specialized friteries (fries 

stands).

Highlights

1. Grand Place (Grote Markt): A breathtaking central square surrounded by opulent 

guildhalls and the Town Hall. It’s especially magical when lit at night or during 

seasonal events like the Flower Carpet.

2. Manneken Pis: This tiny statue of a little boy peeing is a quirky and beloved symbol 

of Brussels, often dressed in themed costumes for special occasions.

3. Atomium: A futuristic landmark built for the 1958 World Expo, representing an iron 

crystal magnified 165 billion times. You can go inside for exhibitions and a panoramic 

city view.

4. Royal Palace of Brussels: The official palace of the Belgian monarchy (though not 

their residence). Its interior is open to the public during summer months.

5. Mont des Arts (Kunstberg): Located right next to The Square, this area offers 

stunning views, gardens, museums, and a perfect sunset photo spot.

Grand Place/Grote Markt in Brussels



RECOMMENDATIONS – HOTEL & RESTAURANTS

Hotels near The Square

• Thon Hotel Brussels City Centre
A well-equipped 4-star hotel offering comfortable rooms with panoramic city views. 
Located about 20 minutes from The Square by metro or 10 minutes by taxi.

• Hotel ibis off Grand-Place
A classic hotel just steps from Grand Place and a 5 minute walk from the venue.

Restaurants near The Square

• Bozar Restaurant – Fine dining with a creative Belgian twist, located in the Centre for 
Fine Arts next to the venue.

• Café Georgette – A cozy Belgian bistro famous for its fries and local specialties, about 
6 minutes away on foot.

• The Sister Brussels Café – A casual, modern spot offering organic dishes, local beers, 
and vegan options—just off Grand Place.

CONTACT

For any questions regarding your preparation or logistics during the event, please contact:

Phoebe Tobien (she/her)

T +32 222 92 787
M +32 470 70 27 36

E-Mail: icr_events@giz.de

https://www.thonhotels.com/our-hotels/belgium/brussels/thon-hotel-brussels-city-centre/
https://www.guestreservations.com/ibis-brussels-off-grand-place/booking?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=991005091&gad_source=5&gad_campaignid=991005091&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2-DRj5rpjQMVRaCDBx2fYzGMEAAYAiAAEgK9RfD_BwE
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