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Agenda

Time Sessions Session Chairs

2-2:05pm 1.Support of the ICR Facility for policy makers and 

advocates 
Irene Danquah, ICR Facility

2:05-2:10 2.Aims, Objectives, Introductions Owen Dowsett, British Council

2:10-2:20 3.Context Bonnie Chiu, The Social 

Investment Consultancy (TSIC)

2:20-2:50 4.Panel Discussion: Responses to the COVID-19 crisis Moderated by Sarah – Jane 

Danchie, TSIC

2:50-2:55 Break

2:55-3:25 5.Panel Discussion: Building a more robust, agile and 

resilient ecosystem in which investment can foster more 

inclusive transformation in ACP countries

Moderated by Bonnie Chiu,  TSIC

3:25-3:45 6.Q&A Session

3:45-4pm 7.Conclusions and the Remote Assistance Application 

Process (1-on-1-clinics) 

Owen Dowsett, British Council



1. Investment Climate Reform (ICR) Facility

Funding 11th EDF under the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement, together with BMZ and BC

Objective Support the countries and regional institutions in Africa, Caribbean and Pacific countries in their public-

private dialogue process to create a more conducive and sustainable investment climate.

Technical assistance with up to 90 days for interventions:

➢ Business Environment for Sustainability

➢ Business Environment Reform

➢ Public-Private Dialogue (PPD)

▪ aim at improving the business and investment climate

in an ACP country

▪ be part of a wider strategy, reform process, or PPD

mechanism

▪ involve a PPD component

▪ handed in by governmental organisations,

business associations, development financial

institutions (DFIs), and EU delegations in ACP countries

Requests must:



1. Investment Climate Reform (ICR) Facility

Irene Danquah, ICR Facility



2. Aims, Objectives, Introductions
Owen Dowsett, British Council



6

2. Objectives 

TBC by Owen 

➢ Give actionable examples and insights for policy makers and others that influence the business

environment across Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific to identify how they can better leverage

the growing strategic case for sustainable investments.

➢ Stimulate interest amongst participants to get more tailored guidance in the form of a virtual

clinic.



3. Context: Impact Investment Landscape 

Bonnie Chiu, Managing Director, The Social Investment Consultancy
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2. Context: Impact Investment 
Landscape  

Pre-COVID Interest in Impact Investment

Investment made with the intention to generate positive, 

measurable social and environmental impact alongside a 

financial return. (Global Impact Investment Network, GIIN 

definition) 

• In 2018, USD 502 bn in impact investing assets 

worldwide, according to GIIN, Sub-Saharan Africa 

(14%), and Latin America & the Caribbean (14%) among 

top 3 markets

• Rising Opportunity for some ACP countries: Highest 

proportion of investors looking to increase their 

investment in Sub-Saharan Africa

• In 2017, Australia announced a $40 million Emerging 

Markets Impact Investment Fund targeted mainly to 

Pacific countries

• A large share of European Development Finance 

Institutions (EDFIs) and IFC portfolio is in ACP countries 

(ODI)
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2. Context: Social Finance Landscape  
PRE-COVID commitment by corporates

“As divisions continue to deepen, companies must demonstrate their commitment to the countries, regions, and 

communities where they operate, particularly on issues central to the world’s future prosperity.” Larry Fink CEO, 

BlackRock, Global Asset Management company

• Corporates across the world have been increasing their involvement for social good.  

• Traditional corporate social responsibility (CSR) programs

Growing instruments

• corporate foundations, 

• corporate social or impact funds, 

• impact accelerators, and 

• social businesses,
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2. Impact Investment Ecosystem Response to COVID-19 
• Covid-19 has not stopped the growth of environmental, social and governance (ESG) investing. 

• Steady increase in inflows and better-than-average returns since the start of the pandemic. 

In first four months of 2020:

• BlackRock calculates that 88% of sustainable indices outperformed their non-sustainable peers 

• Financial Times (June, 2020) Companies with high ESG ratings likely doing better because of better supply chain 

management, corporate governance and resilience.

• Response, Recovery and Resilience (R3) Coalition was launched in May 2020 as a global coalition of leading 

impact investors in the industry, accelerating impact investments to respond, recover, and build resilience in the 

face of COVID-19. 

• Emerging interest in SDG-aligned themes such as 

• Health & Well being (SDG 3), 

• Quality education (SDG 4) and 

• Decent work and economic growth (SDG 8)
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2. Key Target Sector Areas for Impact Investment in ACP countries 

PRE-COVID POST-COVID

African 

Countries

Infrastructure

Financial Services

Agriculture

Energy

Telecommunications

Retail

Access to Basic Services (food, health, education, 

water, energy) social/human development sector

E-Commerce

Financial Services

Telecommunications

Health Innovation

Education

Social protection programs

Caribbean 

Countries

Tourism

Hospitality

Affordable and clean energy

Export orientated industries

Social protection programs

Agriculture for food security

Pacific 

Countries

Infrastructure

Local SME development 

Infrastructure

Gender-Lens investment

Social protection programs

Scaling up climate smart activities such as 

agro-forestry, climate resilient local plant 

species

Sources: Various



3. Panel Discussion: Responses to the COVID-19 crisis 

Sarah – Jane Danchie, TSIC Associate Director, Africa



13

3. Panel Discussion: Responses to the COVID-19 crisis  

Zipho Sikhakhane (South Africa)

CEO and Founder of EMZ Advisory 

which provides business and 

leadership solutions for medium to 

large corporations that have a 

national, continental and global 

economic footprint. Zipho invests in 

entrepreneurs across Africa and has 

worked on 6 continents

Mide Alonge (Nigeria)

Innovation expert, Managing Director, 

Accelerate Africa and recent outgoing 

Head of Innovation at the Private Sector 

Health Alliance, Nigeria, an impact 

investment fund initiated by Bill Gates 

and Aliko Dangote 

Kevin Burrows (Bahamas, Caribbean)

Founding Partner and Chief 

Investment Officer (CIO) of Diomedea

Capital Advisors. Also Chairman and 

President of Elatus Capital Advisors, 

a Caribbean-based private-equity 

investment firm and serves as the 

Chairman of the Bahamian 

Government’s Fiscal Responsibility 

Council
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6. ICR Facility 1-on-1 Clinics

Targeted support virtual, individual support sessions around 1-2 

hours

➢ Eligibility:  public or private organization based in ACP country

➢ Slots will be granted based on availability.

➢ Support will respect a regional balance across the ACP.

➢ Register your interest until 30 July 2020 via icrfacility@giz.de

➢ Indicate your organization and the questions you want to pose

Exchange directly 

with us and get 

support for your 

organisation

mailto:icrfacility@giz.de


4. Building a more robust, agile and resilient ecosystem in which 
investment can foster more inclusive transformation in ACP 
countries 

Bonnie Chiu, TSIC
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4. Building a more robust, agile and resilient ecosystem in which investment can foster more 
inclusive transformation in ACP countries   

Christelle Kupa (UK) 

CEO of Uhusaino Capital, a financial 

professional with over 15 years of 

experience in investment banking, 

alternative investments and 

development finance.

R. Yofi Grant (Ghana) 

CEO of the Ghana Investment 

Promotion Center (GIPC), a 

Government agency, responsible for 

encouraging and promoting 

investments in Ghana.

Dr. Frank Aswani (South Africa) 

CEO of the African Venture 

Philanthropy Alliance (AVPA), which 

aims to increase capital flows into 

social investments in Africa.



5. Questions and Answers

Please type your questions or points for discussion into the question 

window.



6. Conclusions and the Remote Assistance Application 
Process (1-on-1-clinics)

Owen Dowsett, British Council 
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